[G] Said R. Hiyya bar Ba, “They went out of the ark by their families 
(Gen. 8:19). Because they had preserved their family lineage, they 
had the merit of being saved from the ark.” 


[H] You may know that that is the case, for we have learned: Ham, the 


dog, and the raven misbehaved [by having sexual relations in the 
ark]. 


[I] Ham went forth blackened. 
[J] The dog went forth dissolute in his sexual conduct. 
[K] The raven went forth different from all other creatures. 


[L] Said R. Abun, “It is written, “Through want and hard hunger 
they gnaw the dry and desolate ground’ (Job 30: 3). When you 
see that want comes into the world, treat your wife as desolate 
[and do not have sexual relations ].” 


[M] Said R. Levi, “It is written, ‘[Before the year of famine 
came,] Joseph had two sons, [whom Asenath, the daughter 
of Potiphera, priest of On, bore to him]’ (Gen. 41:50). 


When did this take place? It was ‘before the year of famine 
came.” 


[N] Z was taught in the name of R. Judah: “Those who 
want to have children have sexual relations, [but not 
otherwise].” 


[O] Said R. Yosé, “And that is on condition that it be on the 
day on which the wife immersed [after her period].” 


1:7 


[A] If these [further fasts] have passed and they have not been answered, 


the court decrees a sequence of seven more fasts for them, 


[B] which then add up to thirteen fasts for the community. 

[C] Lo, these [further fasts] are still more stringent than the first ones, 
[D] for on these they sound the shofar, and they lock up the stores. 

[E] On Mondays they partially open [the stores] after dark. 

[F] And on Thursday they are permitted [to open them all day long] 


[I:1 A] 


because of the honor owing to the Sabbath. 


R. Yudan son of R. Hama of Kepar Tahamin: “[The thirteen fasts, each 


involving three days] are equivalent to the forty days that Moses spent 
on the Mountain.” 


